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Introduction  
 

Pope Francis, through his encyclical Laudato Sì, opens our eyes and encourages us 

to protect our home, the Earth, by seeking “a sustainable and integral 

development”. The encyclical, named after St Francis’ invocation in the ‘Canticle 

of the Creatures’ asks us to take care of the Earth “our common home”, as “this 

sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our 

irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her”.  

   

From our mission statement,  

   

“As a Catholic church school, Our Lady Immaculate School is committed to 

the development of both the spiritual and moral, as well as the academic, 

social, physical and psychological dimension of students alike. Our aim is to 

provide a safe, loving and caring environment conducive of learning which 

promotes a holistic educational experience in a Catholic environment 

aimed at helping all students to develop their full potential whilst 

preparing them to be good citizens in the outside world.”  

   

Not only are we a church school, but since the founding mother, Beata Caterina 

Troiani, embraced the Franciscan charisma when establishing the Franciscan 

Missionaries of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, we are also a Franciscan school, 

guided by Franciscan values such as “caring for the community, sharing, caring for 

the poor and oppressed and revering the creation”. St Francis “was a mystic and a 

pilgrim who lived in simplicity and in wonderful harmony with God, with others, 

with nature and with himself. He shows us just how inseparable the bond is 

between concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to society, and 

interior peace”.  

 

Embracing the teaching of Pope Francis, through Laudato sì, we present this 

policy, which is entitled ‘Education for Sustainable Development Policy for Our 

Lady Immaculate School’.  
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What is Sustainable Development?  
 

One can find numerous and diverse definitions of Sustainable Development 

(SD), however the most commonly used definition worldwide is the one coined in 

the Brundtland Report:  

   

"Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the 

present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 

their own needs."  

United Nations, 1987 

   

Sustainable development is a multidisciplinary notion that strives to incorporate 

a holistic picture where development of one pillar will not degrade and negatively 

impact the other pillars. SD highlights the importance of mutual progress 

throughout all sectors of society, environment, economy and also a more recent 

pillar, culture.  

   

 

 

  

Figure 1: Four Pillar Sustainable Development 
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Sustainable Development Goals  
  

In order to address the planet’s current and greatest challenges 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) were enacted in 2015 by the United Nations. These 

worldwide goals call to action for a better life, and a just and greener world by 

2030.  

 

 

  

 

 

What is Education for Sustainable Development?  
   

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) was coined by UNESCO in 2014 as 

an education that 

 

“empowers learners to take informed decisions and responsible actions for 

environmental integrity, economic viability and a just society, for present 

and future generations, while respecting cultural diversity. It is about 

lifelong learning, and is an integral part of quality education.” (p.12).  

UNESCO, 2014 

Figure 2: The 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
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Education is at the centre to achieve all the SDGs. As a matter of fact, Education for 

sustainable development (ESD) is specifically mentioned in SDG 4.7.  

   

 

A common misconception is that ESD is only associated with the protection of the 

environment however, ESD is about transformative pedagogy promoting 

reflective and critical thinking skills in order to achieve a societal shifts by 

empowering individuals to become active citizens. Undeniably, educators do play 

a big part in influencing the pupils as they are commonly deemed as role models. 

UNESCO, 2017. 

 

   

Nevertheless, in order to implement successful ESD practices, ESD should be 

incorporated beyond specific subject curricula through a cross-curricular 

methodology and taking it even further to a ‘whole school’ approach. This is well 

mentioned in the National Curriculum Framework (2012) and further 

accentuated in the current ‘Learning Outcome Framework’. 

   

“ESD should be achieved through a whole school approach that involves the 

reorientation not only of the curriculum, but also of the school culture, the 

school campus management, the school community and the wider local 

community in line with sustainable development.”  

Learning Outcome Framework, 2015 

 

   

In actual fact, ESD is a lifelong learning process, beyond formal years, where 

individuals of all ages and backgrounds (including parents, teachers, staff and the 

wider community) are empowered with skills to take an active role in society to 

better the life and world we live in.  
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Vision  
 

This is a long-term vision encompassing all members of the school community at 

OLIS to embrace a holistic, sustainable approach, where sustainable and eco-

friendly ideas and values are not only enhanced but further fuelled to be put into 

practice.  

  

This policy aims to:  

 

 Promote high standards of care for our school, our local environment and 

the wider world.  

 

 Increase awareness of our impact on the environment and how we can 

lessen this impact.  

 

 Empower the school community to shift to a more sustainable lifestyle.  
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Our Daily School Life 
 

What we stand for: 
 

1.1 We encourage the use of recyclable and biodegradable items within 

school grounds and all activities under the school’s responsibility, and 

therefore, we avoid the use of plastic materials, such as bottles, straws, 

cutlery, plastic and polystyrene cups and packages 

 

1.2 We promote the reduction of food waste.  

 
1.3 We encourage our students to be proud of and respectful towards, not 

only of the environment as a whole, but also of their surrounding 

environment.  

 
1.4 We are against all types of animal cruelty and so we do not partake in 

outings or activities which go against this belief.   

 
1.5 We accept and love everyone regardless of gender and sexual 

orientation, skin colour, religion, nationality, political view, socio-

economic background, abilities, etc. 

  

1.6 We aim to make use of modern technology in such a way as to avoid 

unnecessary printing and photocopying by promoting the use of email, 

Teams and Klikks.  

 

1.7 The consumption of food containing palm oil is restricted due to the 

threat its production poses on the environment.  

 

1.8 We promote a healthy lifestyle and therefore discourage the 

consumption of snacks high in sugars and fats and also, the 

consumption of carbonated drinks.  
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1.9 We switch off electronic devices, such as lights, fans, projectors and 

monitors, when they are not in use.  

 

1.10 We encourage the use of energy saving technology in our school.  

 
 

1.11 We encourage the regular maintenance of appliances and devices to 

prolong their life.  

 

1.12 We encourage using less paper towels to dry hands. 

 

1.13 We encourage the responsible use of tap water.  

 
1.14  We promote the use of reusable envelopes when sending money or 

certificates to school. 

 

1.15 We encourage the use of products that are not tested on animals.  

 

1.16 We use rechargeable batteries.  

 

1.17 We dispose of used battery appropriately in the Battery Bin.   

 

1.18 We use resources that can be reused or made from recycled materials 

to avoid generating waste. For example, the use of flashcards instead of 

charts.   

 

1.19 We use double sided printing, if printing is necessary.  

 

1.20 We encourage proper waste separation in classrooms, labs, staff rooms, 

offices and school grounds.  

 

1.21 We use emails for internal communications to reduce the use of papers.  
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1.22 We reuse used paper for rough work.  

 

1.23 We encourage the use of Fairtrade products. 

 
 

 

Figure 3: The Fairtrade logo as seen on fairtrade items 

  

During school activities 
 

5.1 We limit the buying of food to avoid waste.  

 

5.2 If there is excess food, we donate it. 

 

 

Special Events 
 

Ideally, any planned activity should be planned through the perspective of a 

community outreach.  

 

When planning large scale activities, involving more than 1 class, a proposal how 

the activity is abiding by this policy should be presented to the SMT at least 2 

weeks before the date of the activity.  
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Conclusion  
  

It is believed that this policy will serve as a stepping stone from the current 

education on the four pillars of sustainability to a holistic approach ensuring a 

sustainable school by moving beyond simply awareness and knowledge to the 

much needed action. 

 

In order to ensure this policy will remain relevant and valid over time it will be 

continuously monitored by the EkoSkola council and the same council will carry 

out evaluation every two years, starting from June 2021. This will ensure that the 

policy will be updated according to the school’s needs and current on-going world 

issues, so as to be amended accordingly.   

 

First Draft:  September 2020 

 

First Review:  By end June 2021 
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